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What is the role of a teacher in play?

Teachers play various roles in children's play
and inquiry.

Listening

Questioning

Provoking

Observing

Engage in reciprocal communication
and sustained conversation

CARING LOCALLY. THRIVING GLOBALLY.
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What is the role of a teacher in play?

Teachers play various roles in children's

play and inquiry.

Providing descriptive feedback

Provide explicit instruction at the moment to
take children's learning further as needed
Document students learning

Assess and report on students learning

CARING LOCALLY. THRIVING GLOBALLY.



ZIMAEFRFRENFALAAE?T

« XA ILEWIHFRAIR LT EESFA E

o FAEFHIE M A9 RUIR

« JAE BT AYBRAAAE T, UARIEE 23— FEFHIL
w095 7]

¢ LR F A F ] IF I

c P fEFIREF AN F I F I

CARING LOCALLY. THRIVING GLOBALLY.



What is the role of a teacher in play?

* Teachers listen, provoke and observe

 Example scenario: Tadpoles changing into
frogs.

* Educators help children consider the many
ways in which the children could represent
their observations and ideas
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What is the role of a teacher in play?

* Fore.g., inadrawing or a model, or by acting
them out) and the kinds of tools and
equipment they will need to do this.

* They might also discuss the care they will need
to provide for the tadpoles.
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What is the role of a teacher in play?

* At this point, other children might be invited
to be part of the inquiry as well.

The educators might probe to find out what
bigger questions underlie the children's
interest — what does it mean to develop? To
transform? What is happening on the inside of
the tadpole while it changes on the outside?
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What is the role of a teacher in play?

* The educators might also choose to provoke
further inquiry by providing opportunities for th§
children to explore other similar kinds of
changes or stages of life that happen — for
example, in seeds, in eggs.

 They will engage in sustained conversations to
probe into students understanding of how the
concept of life-cycle might transfer to humans.
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What is the role of a teacher in play?

*The educators offer provocations that build on the
children's thinking or invite the children to engage
in new ways of learning.

*Further to the example about tadpoles above, the
educators might point out to the children that
scientists investigate things they are interested in,
and that the children now have an opportunity to
"be" scientists as well.
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What is the role of a teacher in play?

*The educators will have placed hand lenses and
recording materials at a table with the tadpoles,
pointing out to the children that they are using the
same tools that scientists use.

*They might also mention that the children are using
the same processes that scientists use (e.g., observing,
wondering, asking questions and generating theories,
communicating, working together).

CARING LOCALLY. THRIVING GLOBALLY.
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What is the role of a teacher in play?

* |n this way, when teachers join students in
their inquiry, teachers become 'Classroom
Researchers' by learning with and learning
from the students.

* When teachers take on an inquiry stance, they
create conditions that are critical for
successful inquiry to take place.
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What is the role of a teacher in play?

* As the children conduct their investigation, the

educators observe and document what they say and
do.

The educators confer about the documentation and
then reflect on it with the children, negotiating what
materials the children might add or take away in
order to further test their theories about the
tadpoles and build on their thinking.

CARING LOCALLY. THRIVING GLOBALLY.
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